Lunchtime Recital
George Fu, Piano
Wednesday 24th February 2021, 1pm
The Great Hall, St Bartholomew's Hospital
Watch every concert live on the City Music Foundation YouTube Channel & Facebook Page

GEORGE FU

Piano

Described by the Boston Music Intelligencer as a “heroic piano soloist” with “stunning virtuosity”, ChineseAmerican pianist George Xiaoyuan Fu is establishing a reputation as a captivating, versatile performer with
distinctive intelligence and sensitivity. George has performed as a piano soloist with orchestras such as the
National Symphony Orchestra, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, North Carolina Symphony, Tanglewood Music
Center Orchestra, and the Curtis Symphony Orchestra, and collaborated with conductors such as Michael Tilson
Thomas, Stefan Asbury, Kensho Watanabe, Vinay Parameswaran, and Jonathan Berman. He has appeared at
international venues such as the Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall, and Seiji Ozawa Hall at
Tanglewood, while his live performances and interviews have been featured on several public television and radio
broadcasts around the world, such as In Tune on BBC Radio 3, Performance Today on National Public Radio, and
On Stage At Curtis in Philadelphia. George continues a busy performance schedule in 2021. After being selected
as a Kirckman Music Society Artist, George makes an important solo recital appearance at Kings Place in London
and a debut at the Presteigne Festival in Wales. After a successful tour of Latin America with violist Roberto
Díaz, George will perform in two tours of Europe led by Curtis On Tour in a trio with violinist Andrea Obiso and
cellist Timotheos Petrin. Interested in collaborative work, George is a conductor, an active chamber musician with
duo partners and ensembles around the world, and collaborator with artists of many disciplines. After receiving a
bachelors in economics from Harvard University, George studied at the Curtis Institute of Music under Jonathan
Biss and Meng-Chieh Liu, and then at the Royal Academy of Music under Christopher Elton and Joanna
MacGregor. He has also worked intensively with Pierre-Laurent Aimard, specifically on the music of Messiaen and
Debussy. George is currently the Hodgson Piano Fellow of the Royal Academy of Music.

www.georgefupiano.com

PROGRAMME
Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
Selections from Études, L. 136, nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12

Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
Gigue from Violin Partita No. 3 by J. S. Bach

George Fu (1991- )
Transformation on Gigue from Violin Partita No. 2 by J. S. Bach

Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
Études-Tableaux, Op. 39 nos. 5, 8, 9

What is a piano study? It can be the mastery of an action through repetition; it can be
a thorough investigation of a musical object; it can be a musical sketch centered
around one central idea. Études are an endless source of fascination, inviting
composers and pianists alike to push both physical and musical possibilities, while
offering a listening experience that ranges from the ethereal to the virtuosic.
Debussy’s and Rachmaninoff's Études explore the vast range of color and expression a
piano has to offer, while two pianist-composers (Rachmaninoff and myself) discover
new possibilities through piano transcriptions on solo violin works by J. S. Bach.

Next lunchtime concert
Wednesday 17th March 2021, 1pm

Alastair Penman, Saxophone
Sign up now

Watch every concert again on the City Music Foundation YouTube Channel & Facebook Page

CMF supports selected exceptional professional musicians early in their careers with a comprehensive
professional development programme and management.
The CMF Artist Programme provides education and training in how to navigate the music industry and how
to survive as a freelance performer. The CMF team arranges mentoring, runs workshops, makes CDs, videos
and websites, commissions new music, secures airtime on BBC Radio 3 and promotes artists online, in print
and on social media. CMF also records CDs and videos, curates and promotes its own concerts and
residencies, and acts as agent and manager.
CMF Alumni tell of the many ways CMF has helped them become visible, develop networks and gain
recognition during the very fragile early stages of their professional careers. The aim is that CMF artists are
ready for four decades or more of contributing to society’s culture and wellbeing – reaching hundreds of
thousands of people through live performance, CDs, streaming, broadcasts, teaching and mentoring - giving
back a thousand fold what CMF has given them.

Thank you for watching today's concert
To support the future of live music, please donate here:
bit.ly/CMFdonate2021
www.citymusicfoundation.org @CityMusicF
Registered Charity Number: 1148641

